
 

Year 3  

History 

Academic Dictionary  



AD 
Stands for Anno Domini, which is Latin for “year of our Lord,” 
and it means the number of years since the birth of Jesus 
Christ. That was a little more than 2000 years ago, so the 
date 500 A.D.  
 
Archaeology 
The study of human history and prehistory through the       
excavation of sites and the analysis of artefacts and other 
physical remains.  
 
Artefact 
In archaeology, artefacts are the material remains of past  
human life and activities. These include the very earliest stone 
tools to the man-made objects that are buried or thrown away 
in the present day  
 
BC 
An abbreviation used with dates of events that took place   
before the birth of Jesus. b.c. stands for before Christ.  
 
Bronze Age 
The period of ancient human culture characterized by the use 
of bronze that began between 4000 and 3000 b.c. and ended 
with the advent of the Iron Age.  
 
Calendar 
A chart or series of pages showing the days, weeks, and 
months of a particular year, or giving particular seasonal       
information.  
 
Century  
A period of one hundred years. 

 
Chronology 
The sequential order in which past events occur.  



Dark Ages  
A term sometimes applied to the early Middle Ages, the first 
few centuries after the Fall of Rome. The term suggests    
prevailing ignorance and barbarism, but there were forces for 
culture and enlightenment throughout the period.  
 
Decade  
a period of ten years.  
"he taught at the university for nearly a decade" 
 
Discovery 
The process of finding information, a place, or an       object, 
especially for the first time, or the thing that is found: e.g. 
the discovery of electricity.  
 
Era 
A long and distinct period of history.  
 
Explorer 
Someone who travels to places where no one has ever been in 
order to find out what is there  
 
Hunter-gatherer 
A member of a nomadic people who live chiefly by   hunting and 
fishing, and harvesting wild food.  
 
Invention 
Something that has never been made before, or the process 
of creating something that has never been made before  
 
Iron Age 
The period of human culture characterized by the smelting 
of iron and its use in industry beginning somewhat before 1000 
b.c. in western Asia and Egypt.  

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/travel
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/place
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/find


Local 
Relating or restricted to a particular area or one's neighbour-
hood, relating to a particular region or part,  
 
Long Ago 
Existing in or relating to a time in the distant past.  
 
Metal Working 
Metalworking is the process of working with metals to create 
individual parts, assemblies, or large-scale structures. 
... Metalworking is a science, art, hobby, industry and trade. 
Its historical roots span cultures, civilizations, and millennia.  
 
Museum 
A building in which objects of historical, scientific, artistic, or 
cultural interest are stored and exhibited  
 
Nomad 
a member of a people that travels from place to place to find 
fresh pasture for its animals and has no permanent home.  
 
Past 
Gone by in time and no longer existing.  
 
Peasant 

a poor smallholder or agricultural labourer of low social status 
(chiefly in historical use or with reference to subsistence 
farming in poorer countries). 

Prehistory The period of time before written records. 
 
Present  
The period of time now occurring.  
 
Stone age  
The first known period of prehistoric human culture character-
ised by the use of stone tools   


