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The gellow—spotted lizard ) ERIE:

Non-chronological report

Forget rattlesnakes or scorpions, the true danger of the desert is the yellow-spotted lizard. This nocturnal and highly venomous creature is one of nature’s most private

individuals — with the power to kill an adult human with just one bite! There are many things which make this mischievous reptile unique:

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

When you capture a glance of one of these small

green lizards, the first thing you'd be struck by is the Average weight: 1.5kg

yellow spots, which give them their name. Each lizard Muscular tail |

can be found bearing exactly eleven spots, yet you

11 yellow spots
wouldn't want to get close enough to count! These

small dots stand out in high contrast against their
earthy bodies, hoping to communicate their danger

to predators. There is nothing especially unusual

about their body shape; however, their triangular Triangular-shaped head
head shape has similarities to a snake’s. Curiously
jutting out of their sinister mouths, a milk-white

tongue explores its surroundings.

Average body length
of 25cm (including tail)
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&LIZARD’S BITE

Legend says that f you are close enough to this CITer Comg

containing the world's
creature to count its spots, a bite is inevitable and,
most dangerous venom

if you were to find yourself the victim of the The male and
yellow-spotted lizard’s venomous bite, youd be in female are equally

grave danger. Their venom, which is categorised as Vvenomous Jagged, pleurodont teeth
one of the world’s most toxic substances, causes
intense searing pain. Following this, the venom
would spread from the bite area to the rest of your

body. The countdown has begun.

Medical professionals would recommend that you
be treated with an antivenom as soon as possible to
prevent the slow and painful death that awaits you!
Without this, there is no hope. This does explain
why very few are found within the illegal pet
trades, compared to other similar-sized lizards!

However, as the creatures are both shy towards

humans and difficult to find, the chances of
receiving a bite are very small, if you keep your

distance.

Did you know?

Recent discoveries have been made into the distinct behaviour of the yellow-spotted lizard. Because of their strong aversion to the taste and smell of onions, humans

who eat an unusually high quantity of onions actually have altered blood. Apparently, this ‘onion blood — as it has been nicknamed ~ is so revolting to this lizard that

it will cause them to turn and run, rather than attack!
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Although lizards can be found in all continents —
apart from Antarctica — this solitary creature's
natural habitat consists of warm and arid areas
within the hottest states of the USA, Mexico and
Central America. Namely, they prefer the driest and
most deserted environments they can find, ideally

reaching temperatures of 30 and higher.

When they find a region they want to live in, this
becomes their microhabitat: subsequently, they will
hunt, breed and live in the same space for the rest
of their lives. This is just one of the reasons these
creatures are so fascinating. Consequently, these
lizards are monitored by scientists with great
difficulty: there is no clear estimation of their
population in the wild. Within these microhabitats,
the yellow-spotted lizard can be found crawling
within deep holes. Aggressive territorial behaviour
has been observed with lizards that are forced to
live close together or if an intruder invades their
private homes: they really do not like company! In
captivity, all individual lizards are kept apart — even
as babies — to prevent the loss of digits or tail tips

through fighting!

Although this is a reptile, it actually gives birth

to live young, rather than laying eggs!

Just some of the creatures
enjoyed by this desert-dweller:
o beetles
o crickets
o flies

o ants
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These speckled menaces primarily prey on tiny invertebrates
that are unlucky enough to enter their microhabitat. Beetles,
crickets, flies and ants are just some of the creatures enjoyed
by this desert-dweller. Their vicious hunting style involves
shaking themselves in soft sand until the sand is thrown into
the air and covers their bodies. With just their
triangular-shaped head protruding, they await their prey’s
arrival; consequently, one quick sting from their tongue or

crushing bite from their jaws symbolises their demise.





